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Searching for creative ways to play, pray, and serve with your family this Fall?

Let’s set aside the TV, phones, and other devices because Fall is just around the corner, offering crisp winds, punkin’ patches, football, and fur-lined boots. Yes, please!

Gather the family—whether two or twenty—and choose a favorite activity to boost your time together and with the Lord. After all, a family that serves, plays, and prays together stays together.

 

Creative Ways to Serve Together

🍁 Host a yard sale and give the proceeds to a church fund, missionary, or charity.

🍁 Donate to a local missions store. Skip the yard sale and spend time together as a family gathering clothes, housewares, and toys to donate. Make plans to stop by for a treat on the way home.

🍁 Treat an elderly or disabled friend to a yard cleanup day. Rake leaves, trim shrubs, or pull weeds. Yard work offers service opportunities for all ages. Want to go a step further? Leave a bucket of mums or another fall floral arrangement behind to brighten their porch.

🍁 Bake pumpkin bread together. Wrap up the loaf and attach a small note with Psalm 34:8, “Taste and see that the LORD is good.” It’s sure to brighten the day of a lonely neighbor or friend when you hand-deliver it with a smile.

 

Creative Ways to Play Together

As a family, brainstorm twelve activities that won’t require much prep or money. Write each one on a slip of paper and put it in a “Fall Fun” jar. Draw one slip (or more!) every week and decide the best day to carry it out. Some ideas might be:

🍁 Take a nature walk to engage your senses. What catches your eye? How does a particular leaf feel? (Steering clear of poison ivy, of course! Leaves of three, leave them be. Thank you, Girl Scouts.) What scent fills your senses? What do you hear? (Silence counts!) As you walk, gather color-coated leaves, rocks, acorns, and evergreen branches to decorate your mantle or tabletop when you return home.

🍁 Go on a picnic. Choose a lovely location. Maybe it’s beside a creek, on a mountain, in a park, or your backyard. Children can help plan the menu and prepare the food for the picnic. Or plan to pick up a bucket of chicken. It’s not the food that matters but the memories created. Don’t forget a blanket/tablecloth, utensils, napkins, and bug spray.

🍁 Game night! Whoever chooses this slip of paper can choose which game the family plays. Turn off the TV and turn on the laughter.

🍁 Popcorn & Puzzles. Create a designated table to work on a puzzle throughout the fall season. On the nights this slip of paper is drawn, plan to serve popcorn, lemonade, or any family favorite food/drink.

 

Creative Ways to Pray Together

Teaching our children that meaningful prayer can be simple and enjoyable is a gift they will carry throughout adulthood. Here are a few ways to get the creative juices flowing when praying as a family:

🍁 Walk & Pray. Before you set out as a family, discuss various ways to pray for your neighbors, such as God’s blessings, God’s healing, for them to draw closer to God, for wisdom as a family, etc. Perhaps some neighbors need specific prayer. Share how God is the only One who truly knows what each person or family needs but that He honors our desire to pray for them. Then, take a walk around your neighborhood. You can pray quietly as you pass neighbors’ homes or silently while keeping your eyes open. This helps children to learn that while closing our eyes during prayer helps us concentrate, it’s also okay and biblical to pray with our eyes open.

🍁 Journal as a family. Purchase or create journals for every person in the family. Set aside a few minutes each night to journal together. Consider lighting gas logs or candles while you write. Younger children will enjoy coloring during their time. Setting aside fifteen minutes each night (or weeknights/weekends only) will help develop a pattern that will bless your children for many years to come.

🍁 Create a prayer board. Hang a designated “Prayer Request Chalkboard” in an accessible place in your home. When prayer requests arise, write them on the board and pray for them after dinner.

In a culture defined by division, intentionally creating togetherness is refreshing. 

So, what idea could be added to the above list, and/or which one will you try first? We’d love to know! 

Keep this list handy! Download your PDF copy here.

Additional Seasonal Prayer Posts:

	
7 Places to Pray this Spring and What to Pray + Handy Download


	25 Things to Pray for this Summer


 

(If you received a copy of “31 Ways to Pray for Your Children” or “Praying Throughout Your Home”, you’re in the right place. Welcome!)
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						Join the Creative Pauses community!
 

Sign up for the monthly "Letter from The Tiny House on the Hill" and receive the latest seasonal gift, bi-weekly posts, creative biblical resources, and a monthly giveaway!

 

You can unsubscribe at any time. 

 

I hate spam! Your personal information is safe and will never be shared.

					

						
					

				

				
					
					
					
						
							
								
							

							
								
							

							
							
								
								Come on in!
							
						

					

					
						
					

					Welcome to the Creative Pauses community! Make yourself right at home.
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					Barbara Kosloski				
					on October 5, 2021 at 3:07 pm				
												


			
				
				
				Loved all of these suggestions!  Something for everyone.
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					Cathy Baker				
					on October 5, 2021 at 3:10 pm				
												


			
				
				
				Yay! 🙂 Thank you for taking the time to share. Blessings!

Reply				

			

		
		



	
		
			
					

			


			
					Angie				
					on October 7, 2021 at 10:14 am				
												


			
				
				
				Fabulous ideas! Wish there was room in the RV for a dedicated puzzle table! LOL. When we lived in a house, we had a puzzle table but also two new kittens. Nothing worked to keep them away from the pieces. So it’s been awhile since I’ve had my own puzzle out. But if a friend is doing one, I gladly help. And once, a friend and I were on a ferry and there were puzzles stationed throughout on tables for commuters. We worked so hard to finish one, had about 10 pieces left but we had to get off the ferry. On our return trip, it was all taken apart again! Someone had finished, and others had restarted it. 🙂
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					Cathy Baker				
					on October 7, 2021 at 2:25 pm				
												


			
				
				
				That sounds like the wonderful makings of an article, Angie! 🙂 Thank you for taking the time to make us smile at the thought of one puzzle and two kitties. Ha!
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					JD Wininger				
					on September 12, 2023 at 1:41 pm				
												


			
				
				
				Not sure you have them in your area any longer Ms. Cathy, but hot apple cider with hot doughnuts after a hayride is always a great way to spend a fall afternoon or evening together.
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					Cathy Baker				
					on September 12, 2023 at 1:59 pm				
												


			
				
				
				Oh, yes, JD! Those are three of my favorite things. I bet it’s beautiful where you are in the fall. Thanks so much for taking the time to share. Blessings, friend.

Reply				

			

		
		
	
		
			
					



			


			
					Charla Matthews				
					on September 12, 2023 at 8:47 pm				
												


			
				
				
				JD! You just sent me back a few decades…oh how I love hayrides (and cider with doughnuts)!
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					Charla Matthews				
					on September 12, 2023 at 8:53 pm				
												


			
				
				
				Man oh man, am I ready for “crisp winds” and “punkin’ patches”. Ugh. Your oh so creative spirit sets me yearning for family fun. My favorite place to be with friends and family is around the fire ring with mugs o’ something warm. I’ve even been known to set up a Keurig with all the flavor fixin’s nearby – thanks to a long cord and an outdoor outlet. 😉
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					Cathy Baker				
					on September 13, 2023 at 3:47 pm				
												


			
				
				
				Now, I’m loving the idea of setting up my K-cup with all the “flavor fixin’s” nearby! Thank you for stopping by and sharing your creative ideas! 🙂

Reply				
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						Sign up for the monthly "Letter from The Tiny House on the Hill" to receive seasonal gifts, bi-weekly posts, creative biblical resources, fun giveaways, and more!

 

You can unsubscribe at any time.
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					Welcome to the Creative Pauses Community! Make yourself right at home. 
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        We learn a lot from our pets, don’t we? 😂 When I take Henry, the doodle, out for a break, my goal is to let him do what he needs to do and head back inside.

Not so fast (I imagine him saying if he could). His head tilts upward, his nose wiggles, and then he slowly sits as proper as you please… and stays this way. He’s in no rush as he surveys the land and listens for any sounds that don’t belong. He takes it all in. 

It was frustrating until I realized my dog knew more about taking a needful break more than his owner. Now, I enjoy his sit-downs. They prompt both body and soul to breathe, to enjoy the beauty of the wide open sky, and to thank God for my many blessings. Thanks, Henry. 💗

Have you learned any life lessons from your pet? 😊
    


        

        
                    
                View
                
	                
	                        
        
        

                            
                                            
                                                        Mar 6                        
                                    

            
                            
                    
                        
                19    




    
                4    




                

            
        


        
            
                Open            
                    
    


    
        


    






	    
        
            

		                            
					
                        We learn a lot from our pets, don’t we? 😂 When I take Henry, the doodle, out for a break, my goal is to let him do what he needs to do and head back inside.

Not so fast (I imagine him saying if he could). His head tilts upward, his nose wiggles, and then he slowly sits as proper as you please… and stays this way. He’s in no rush as he surveys the land and listens for any sounds that don’t belong. He takes it all in. 

It was frustrating until I realized my dog knew more about taking a needful break more than his owner. Now, I enjoy his sit-downs. They prompt both body and soul to breathe, to enjoy the beauty of the wide open sky, and to thank God for my many blessings. Thanks, Henry. 💗

Have you learned any life lessons from your pet? 😊
						 
							...
						
                    

		        
                
		        
                    
						    
        
                    
        19    





    
        
                    
        4    




	                    
                    

		        
				                

            

        

    


    




    
        
		
            
    
        
            
            
                
        This morning’s view from The Tiny House on the Hill. 💗

“Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the whole world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.” Psalm 90:2
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MY AMAZON AFFILIATION
			I am a participant in the Amazon Services LLC Associates Program, an affiliate advertising program designed to provide a means for me to earn fees by linking to Amazon.com and affiliated sites.
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